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Please use these daily studies during the upcoming week. Our desire at 

Cornerstone is to ñhelp people connect to Jesus.ò  We hope that you will 

spend at least one hour during the next week studying the Bible. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



God Is Faithful 
Message presented by Ian Stamps 

9:00, 10:30 a.m., and 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

 



Monday 

Love Gone Awry-Sin Abounds 

 
As we look at Hosea and Gomer this week, the main themes to look for are 

ways that Hosea loved his undeserving wife and to consider how God does the 

same for undeserving us. 
 

Recently, I had the privilege of performing a wedding ceremony.  The 

excitement of the day and watching how the bride and groom looked at each 

other as they entered into a covenant relationship was a blessing for me. 
 

ñThe groomsmen stand at attention as the music swells and the bride begins 

her long walk down the aisle, arm in arm with her father.  The smiling, but 

nervous, husband-to-be follows her every step, his eyes brimming with love. 

Then happy tears are shed, vows are stated, and families merged. A wedding is a 

joyous celebration of love. It is the holy mystery of two becoming one, of 

beginning life together, and of commitment. Marriage is ordained by God and 

illustrates His relationship with His people. Thus, there is perhaps no greater 

tragedy than the violation of those sacred vows. 

God told Hosea to find a wife and revealed to him ahead of time that she 

would be unfaithful to him. Although she would bear many children, some of 

these offspring would be fathered by others. In obedience to God, Hosea married 

Gomer. His relationship with her, her adultery, and their children became living, 

prophetic examples to Israel. 

The book of Hosea is a love storyðreal, tragic, and true. Transcending the 

tale of young man and wife, it tells of God's love for his people and the response 

of his "bride." A covenant had been made, and God had been faithful. His love 

was steadfast, and his commitment unbroken. But Israel, like Gomer, was 

adulterous and unfaithful, spurning God's love and turning instead to false gods. 

Then after warning of judgment, God reaffirmed his love and offered 

reconciliation. His love and mercy were overflowing, but justice would be 

served. 

The book of Hosea dramatically portrays our God's constant and persistent 

love. As you read this book, watch the prophet submit himself willingly to his 

Lord's direction; grieve with him over the unfaithfulness of his wife and his 

people; and hear the clear warning of judgment. Then reaffirm your commitment 

to being God's person, faithful in your love and true to your vows.ò (1) 

  

Read Hosea Chapters 1-3 
 

One question that comes to mind is:  Why Does God Act Like a Jealous 

Lover?  ñThough God is sovereign and in need of nothing, He has chosen to 

reveal Himself as a God deeply in love with His creation.  Hosea shows that God 

is not merely a business-like overseer of the world who methodically dispenses 

appropriate judgment:  He also is a God with feelings.  He can be grieved, 

angered, frustrated, or delighted by our behavior.  He illustrates this side of His 



Monday 

Love Gone Awry-Sin Abounds 

 
nature by describing a spouse who has been betrayed and who swings from 

emotion to emotion.  Nevertheless, throughout the Bible, the threat of 

punishment is consistently followed by tender promises of intimacy.ò (2) 

 
1) Life Application Study Bible, NIV, Tyndale House Publishing, 2005, pg 1392. 

2) Quest Study Bible, NIV, Zondervan Publishing, 1994, pg 1235. 

 

Points to ponder: 

1. Read Hosea chapter 1:2-3.  It is difficult to imagine Hosea's feelings 

when God told him to marry a woman who would be unfaithful to him. 

He may not have wanted to do it, but he obeyed. God may ask you to 

do something difficult and extraordinary too. If he does, how will you 

respond? Will you obey Him, trusting that He who knows everything 

has a special purpose for His request? Will you be able to accept the 

fact that the pain involved in obedience may benefit those you serve 

and not you personally?  

 

 

 

 

 

2. Read Hosea chapter 1:7.  God said he would personally rescue the 

people of Judah from their enemies with no help from their weapons or 

armies. Although God asks us to do our part, we should remember that 

He is not limited to human effort. God often chooses to work through 

people, but only because it is good for them. He can accomplish all his 

purposes without any help from us if he so chooses. You are very 

important to God, but on your own you have neither the ability to fulfill 

nor the power to disrupt God's plans.



Tuesday 

Sins Exposed/Proclaimed 

 
When we look back through Biblical history we see the following pattern 

emerge:   

 

 

 People sin 

 

 Godôs Judgment comes followed by oppression of the people 

 

 Outcry and repentance by the people 

 

 Deliverance and restoration by God   

 

 
 

This pattern is still prevalent today.  We go along ignoring God while things 

go well, but then we hit problems and cry out to God for help. 
 

The book of Hosea is broken down following this same pattern: 

 

 Chapter 1-3 Israelôs unfaithfulness (Mondayôs reading) 

 Chapter 4-7 Israelôs sins are proclaimed (Todayôs reading) 

 Chapter 8-10 Israelôs judgment pronounced (Wednesdayôs reading) 

 Chapter 11-14 Israelôs restoration is promised (Thursdayôs reading) 

 
 

Read Hosea Chapters 4-7. 

 
 

God calls for judgment, but continues to provide hope and promises 

restoration.  The first few verses of chapter 4 sound a lot like our country/people 

today.  When 9/11 occurred the churches were filled for a few Sundays after the 

tragedy, but most peoplesô lives returned to ñnormalò and the short-lived 

acknowledgement of God was soon over.  Just like the Israelites in Hosea 

chapter 6, we returned to the Lord, but were we only looking for a ñquick fixò 

and not genuine repentance?  How about in your own life? Do you petition God 

as a 911 call for emergencies only?  When the Holy Spirit convicts you of sin, 

do you flippantly ask God for forgiveness or do you search your heart, honestly 

confess the sin, and repent of it?   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday 

Sins Exposed/Proclaimed 

 
Points to ponder:  
 

1. Read Hosea chapter 4:1-3.  God explained the reasons for Israel's 

suffering. Their lawless behavior had brought the twin judgments of 

increased violence and ecological crisis. There is not always a direct 

cause-and-effect relationship between our actions and the problems we 

face. Nevertheless, when we are facing difficulties, we should seriously 

ask, have I done anything sinful or irresponsible that has caused my 

suffering? If we discover that we are at fault, even partially, we must 

change our ways before God will help us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Reread Hosea chapter 6:1-3.  Israelôs attitude here is presumption, not 

genuine repentance. The people did not understand the depth of their 

sins. They did not turn from idols, repent of their sins, or pledge to 

make changes. They thought that God's wrath would last only a few 

days; little did they know that their nation would soon be taken into 

exile. Israel was interested in God only for the material benefits he 

provided; they did not value the eternal benefits that come from 

worshiping him. Before judging Israel, however, consider your attitude. 

What do you hope to gain from your religion? Do you "repent" easily, 

without seriously considering what changes need to take place in your 

life?



Wednesday 

Whoôs Your God? 

 

 

Read Hosea chapters 8 ï 10 
 

Israel let idolatry affect their hearts and their idols drew them away from 

God.  Idolatry is sin.  Today, we may say we donôt have a carved or graven 

image in our homes that we call our god, but I suspect we have been lured into 

idolatry.  Have you crammed your calendar/schedule so full you donôt ñhave 

timeò for God and devotion/prayer time?  You plan to read the Bible later, 

however later never seems to come.  Are you busy climbing the corporate ladder 

and you donôt even know it is leaning against the wrong wall?  Does your hobby 

or whatever you do to relax take away from God?  How about your money--

where does it go?  Do you sit for hours watching TV?  How about getting 

involved with sports?  All of these in themselves are not ñbadò, but they can 

become an idol if we let them push God out of our lives.  For myself, there is 

more than one item that I have to stay alert as to how I incorporate it into my 

life.  How about you?  Itôs been said to find out a personôs priorities, just take a 

look at their calendar and checkbook.  What does yours say about who your God 

is? 
 

 

 

 

Point to ponder: 
 

1. Read Hosea chapter 10:1.  Israel prospered under Jeroboam II, gaining 

military and economic strength. But the more prosperous the nation 

became, the more love it lavished on idols. It seems as though the more 

God gives, the more we spend. We want bigger houses, better cars, and 

finer clothes. But the finest things the world offers line the pathway to 

destruction. As you prosper, consider where your money is going. Is it 

being used for God's purposes, or are you consuming it all on yourself?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thursday 

Restoration Promised 

 

 

Read Hosea chapters 11 ï 14 
 

God desires us to come to Him as He wants to have a two-way relationship 

with us.  And even though He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords, Creator of 

everything, He gives us the choice to have that relationship.  God doesnôt force 

His way upon us.  Revelations 3:19-20, ñThose whom I love I rebuke and 

discipline. So be earnest, and repent.  Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. 

If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, 

and he with me.ò  God loves us, provides for our needs and tells us He is with us 

until the end of time.  When we confess our sins to God and ask forgiveness, he 

promises to restore us and our relationship with Him.  We can take comfort in 

that! 
 

Points to ponder: 
 

1. Read Hosea chapter 11:3.  God had consistently provided for his 

people, but they refused to see what He had done, and they showed no 

interest in thanking Him. Ungratefulness is a common human fault. For 

example, when was the last time you thanked your parents for caring 

for you? Your pastor for the service he gives your church? Your child's 

teacher for the care taken with each day's activities? Your heavenly 

Father for his guidance? Many of the benefits and privileges we enjoy 

are the result of loving actions done long ago. Look for hidden acts of 

nurturing, and thank those who make the world better through their 

love. But begin by thanking God for all his blessings. 

 

 

 
 

2. Read Hosea chapter 14:1-2.  The people could return to God by asking 

him to forgive their sins. The same is true for us: We can pray Hosea's 

prayer and know our sins are forgiven because Christ died for them on 

the cross.  Forgiveness begins when we see the destructiveness of sin 

and the futility of life without God. Then we must admit we cannot 

save ourselves; our only hope is in God's mercy. When we seek 

forgiveness, we must recognize that we do not deserve it and therefore 

cannot demand it. Our appeal must be for God's love and mercy, not for 

his justice. Although we cannot demand forgiveness, we can be 

confident that we have received it because God is gracious and loving 

and wants to restore us to himself, just as he wanted to restore Israel.  

  
 

 

*  Points to Ponder for Mon ï Thu come from footnotes in the Life Application Study 

Bible, NIV, Tyndale House Publishing, 2005, pgs 1394 - 1414.   



Friday 

God is Always Faithful 

 

 

Probably the closest we come to feeling what Gomer felt are those times 

when we act unfaithfully toward God yet He continues to faithfully lavish His 

love on us.  Gomerôs shameful story turns out to be a thinly veiled version of our 

story.  We know Gomer better than we might think at first, for she was what we 

areðsinners who are offered overwhelming grace! 

God is faithful because of who He is and not because of anything we are or 

doéAs Rick Warren stated so well in his book ñThe Purpose Driven Lifeò ñItôs 

not about you.ò  Below are a few scriptures to help remind us about Godôs 

faithfulness no matter what: 

 

Deuteronomy 7:9:  ñKnow therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is 

the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of 

those who love him and keep his commands.ò  
 

1Peter 4:19:  ñSo then, those who suffer according to God's will should 

commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.ò  

 

1John 1:9:  ñIf we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us 

our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.ò  

 

Psalms 145:13:  ñYour kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your 

dominion endures through all generations. The LORD is faithful to all his 

promises and loving toward all he has made.ò  

 

Psalms 111:1-10:  ñPraise the LORD. I will extol the LORD with all my 

heart in the council of the upright and in the assembly. Great are the works 

of the LORD; they are pondered by all who delight in them.  Glorious and 

majestic are his deeds, and his righteousness endures forever.  He has 

caused his wonders to be remembered; the LORD is gracious and 

compassionate.  He provides food for those who fear him; he remembers his 

covenant forever. He has shown his people the power of his works, giving 

them the lands of other nations.  The works of his hands are faithful and 

just; all his precepts are trustworthy.  They are steadfast forever and ever, 

done in faithfulness and uprightness.   He provided redemption for his 

people; he ordained his covenant foreverð holy and awesome is his name.  

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his 

precepts have good understanding. To him belongs eternal praise.ò  
 



Friday 

God is Always Faithful 

 

 

I have two Max Lucado perpetual calendars on my desk and this recent 

thought seems to fit todayôs devotional:  ñAnd though Godôs people often forgot 

their God, God didnôt forget them.  He kept His wordé. He never gives up.  

When Joseph was dropped into a pit by his own brothers, God didnôt give up.  

When Moses said, ñHere I am, send Aaron,ò God didnôt give up.  When the 

delivered Israelites wanted Egyptian slavery instead of milk and honey, God 

didnôt give up.ò  If we are faithless, He will remain faithful, for He cannot 

disown Himselfð2 Timothy 2:13 
 

Points to ponder: 
 

1. Weôve seen in Hosea that Godôs love for Israel and for that matter, us is 

greater than our sin.  Knowing this, how does it make you feel? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How have you seen Godôs faithfulness lived out in your own life? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. After reviewing todayôs scripture verses, what adjustments do I need to 
make in my life? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

Group Study 

WEEK ONE: GOD IS FAITHFUL   

(from the Minor Prophet Hosea) 

Introduction: 

1. Admittedly, we all like a good deal.  We look at store ads, we shop online and we 

price-compare at different stores just so we can feel like weôre getting a good 

bargain.  As a kind of ice-breaker questions, ask your group to spend some time 

talking about the best deal they ever got.  What did they get?  What made it such a 

value?   

a. The history of our country is littered with some great deals. 

i. In 1803, the United States worked out the Louisiana Purchase with the 

French.  Encompassing the area of 15 current states, the purchase of this 

territory was a defining moment in American history.  While we paid 

handsomely for it (over $23 million by the time you calculate interest), we 

added over 529 million acres of territory to our country.  All told, the 

Louisiana Purchase worked out to a price of 4.4 cents/acre. 

ii. Then, in 1867, Secretary of State William Seward worked out a deal with 

Russia to purchase Alaska.  While the transaction was called ñSewardôs 

Follyò at first, things quickly turned around when gold was discovered in 

the new state (not to mention the oil reserves that are currently there, as 

well).  All told, Sewardôs purchase of Alaska gave us our 49th state at a 

cost of 1.9 cents/acre.  

b. In a sense, the history of our faith is littered with some great deals as well.   

i. According to Ephesians 2:8-9, the salvation we have in Jesus Christ is the 

ultimate ódeal.ô  It is a gift; we pay nothing for it!  Ephesians 2:8-9: ñFor 

it is by grace you have been saved, through faith ï and this not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God ï not by works, so that no one can 

boast.ò   
ii. We donôt earn our salvation by anything we do.  It is the free and gracious 
gift of God.  Thatôs certainly a great bargain for us!   

c. Yet, even in the Old Testament, we see God making good deals with His 

people.  Take the Israelites as an example.  In the days before they took the 

Promised Land, Moses told the people that God was willing to make a deal 

with them.  This covenant promise God made with the people is clearly 

documented throughout the final chapters of the book of Deuteronomy. 

d. Ask someone to look up and read the following passages.  Spend some time 

discussing them together: 

i. Deuteronomy 28:1-6 (What does God promise the Israelites in these 

verses?  What specific blessings does He point to if they will remain 

obedient to Him?) 

ii. Deuteronomy 28:15-19 (This is the flipside of the last passage.  What does 

God promise the Israelites in this passage?  What specific ócursesô does 

He promise if they refuse to listen to Him?) 

e. God sets this choice before the Israelites: they can choose to obey and findôs 
Godôs blessing, or they can disobey and find His wrath.  This choice God sets 

before them is actually best summed up in one passage. 

i. Ask someone to read Deuteronomy 30:15-18.  (What choice does God 

offer the Israelites? What are the consequences of each option?  Based on 

verse 16, what was the basis for their obedience to God?) 



 

  

 

f. Unfortunately, while God wanted the Israelites to follow Him, He knew they 

would not.  In His infinite knowledge, God knew the day would come when the 

Israelites would forsake Him and turn away from His commands.  As such, 

they would earn the wrath He promised.  Yet, even in the midst of these dire 

circumstances, there would still be hope ï hope that they would turn and be 

redeemed. 

i. Ask someone to read Deuteronomy 31:15-18 (What would eventually 

happen to the Israelites?  How does God describe His reaction to their 

wickedness?  What other gods will they turn to in place of their God?) 

2. Hundreds of years later, when the Israelites had settled in the Promised Land and 

crowned themselves a king, things started to fall apart.  After the great reigns of 

King David and King Solomon, the Israelite nation was split (Israel in the north, 

Judah in the south).  After the split, both countries fell into severe idol worship.  

They turned away from God and His Law. 

a. As the book of Hosea opens, things are going poorly in the divided Kingdom.  

Looking back at the closing chapters of Deuteronomy, it seems as though the 

Israelites have chosen poorly.   

b. Ask someone to read the following passages.  Spend some time discussing 

them.  How do these passages show the Israelitesô disregard for God? 

i. Hosea 4:1-2  

ii. Hosea 5:4-7  

iii.  Hosea 6:4-7  

c. Because of this, the Israelites are about to experience the consequences laid out 

in Deuteronomy.  The majority of the book of Hosea seems to center around the 

terrible things that are going to happen to the Israelites because of their 

disobedience.  Ask someone to read the following passages: 

i. Hosea 5:8-12  

ii. Hosea 8:7-8  

iii.  Hosea 9:15-17  

d. From the looks of all this, Hosea should be a very depressing book.  For the 

most part, it is.  Yet, there is something going on in the middle of all of these 

terrible prophecies ï something that strikes to the core of how God feels about 

us. 

 

GODôS FAITHFULNESS REVEALED THROUGH HOSEA 

1. In the first chapter of the book of Hosea, God comes to His prophet with an 

interesting request.  Though God was known for asking the prophets to do some 

outlandish things, this request was one Hosea never could have imagined. 

a. Ask someone in your group to read the following passage.  What does God ask 

Hosea to do? 

i. Hosea 1:2-3 (The phrase ñan adulterous wifeò is literally óa woman of 

prostitution.ô  God has asked Hosea to marry a prostitute!  This is a pretty 

big deal.  How do you think people would react today if a preacher said 

God had led him to marry a prostitute?) 

ii. Hosea 1:3-9 (Hosea and Gomer have a child together, a boy named 

Jezreel.  Jezreel is a place where the entire royal family of Israel was 

slaughtered in a bloody coup. Obviously, not the best name for a child.  

But, it gets worse.  Then, Gomer has another child (weôre never told who 

the father isé) that is named Lo-Ruhamah, which means ónot loved.ô  

Again, not the best name.  But, it gets worse.  Gomer conceives once again 

(weôre not told the fatherôs identity for a second time) and gives birth to a 



 

  

 

son named Lo-Ammi.  His name means ónot my people.ô  It seems like God 

is trying to communicate something to the Israelites, doesnôt it?) 

b. God asks Hosea to take Gomer as his wife to illustrate a simple truth: Israel has 

been unfaithful to their God.  Just as Gomer cheated on Hosea, so too did Israel 

ócheatô on God.  They did this by worshipping false gods.  In fact, according to 

Old Testament history, the nation of Israel had been worshipping false gods for 

over 125 years before Hosea gave this prophecy! 

c. Spend some time discussing the following questions: 

i. How is Gomerôs infidelity to Hosea like the Israelitesô infidelity before 

God?  What similar characteristics do they share? 

ii. Given Gomerôs proclivity to wander from Hosea, how should the prophet 
have reacted?  Whatôs the acceptable response when a spouse does 

something like Gomer did?  Then, would God have been justified in 

abandoning the Israelites for their unfaithfulness?  Why or why not?  

iii.  Based on what we read in Deuteronomy, is God justified in punishing His 

people?  Why or why not? 

2. Unfortunately, things continue to get worse.  According to Hosea 2:4-5 (you can 

read that aloud if youôd like), Gomer eventually left Hosea to go out and pursue her 

other lovers.   

a. At this point, you would think that Hosea would have had enough.  With 

Gomer leaving him, he would have been well within his rights to disown her 

and walk away.  But, once again, the word of the Lord came to Hosea and told 

him to do something provocative.  Ask someone to read the following passage: 

i. Hosea 3:1-3 (God asks Hosea to go and purchase Gomer back from her 

lovers.  Hosea has to buy back that which already belongs to him.  He 

pays a pretty extravagant price ï as the NIV footnote says he gave 170 

grams of silver and 330 liters of barley.  Hosea then takes Gomer back to 

be his wife, under the condition that she give up her wayward lifestyle.) 

b. Spend some time discussing the following questions:  

i. How are Hoseaôs actions an example of great faithfulness?  How do they 
show grace?  How would you define Hoseaôs response to Gomerôs 

unfaithfulness? 

ii. Why would God ask Hosea to do this? What do you think He was trying to 

show us through the example of Hosea?   

c. Thankfully, we donôt have to speculate on what God was trying to 
communicate through Hoseaôs example.  He told us!     

i. Ask someone to read Hosea 3:4-5.   

GODôS FAITHFULNESS 

1. In Hoseaôs story, God was trying to teach us one simple truth: HE IS FAITHFUL.  
Though other people might desert us, betray us, or wound us, God will always be 

with us.   

a. That is the best news the book of Hosea has to offer.  And, it just might be the 

best news in the whole of the Bible.  God is faithful to us.   

b. Spend some time looking up and discussing the following verses.  What do 

they say about Godôs faithfulness?  How does this message compare to the 

book of Hosea?  How have we seen the reality of these verses reflected in our 

own lives?   

i. Deuteronomy 32:3-4  

ii. Psalm 33:4-5  



 

  

 

iii.  Psalm 145:13  

iv. I Corinthians 1:8-9  

v. II Corinthians 1:18-20  

vi. II Thessalonians 3:3  

vii.  II Timothy 2:13  

viii.  Hebrews 10:23  

ix. I John 1:8-9  

x. Revelation 19:11  

2. God is faithful.  All of these verses back up this simple point.  God will do the things 

He has promised to do. The story of Hosea shows us this. 

a. Spend some time discussing the following questions.  If the story of Hosea is 

supposed to illustrate Godôs faithfulness, then how does its story apply to our 

lives? 

i. How are we like Gomer?  How have we turned away from the One who 

loves us to chase after what we want?  How is our unfaithfulness like hers? 

ii. How is God like Hosea?  What does Hoseaôs faithfulness to Gomer show 
us about Godôs faithfulness to us?  How does Hoseaôs purchase of Gomer 

relate to what God has done for us through Jesus Christ? 

iii.  How, then, should we respond to Godôs faithfulness?  What reaction 
should we have to what God has done on our behalf? 

b. Even though we have turned away, God is faithful to us.  While our 

disobedience and sin merits punishment, God will bless us if we turn back to 

Him.  That is the final promise of the book of Hosea.   

i. Ask someone to read Hosea 14:4-8.  What does God promise the Israelites 

if they repent?  Given the fact that Hosea largely deals with Israelôs 

punishment, do you find it surprising that God ultimately responds in this 

way?  Why or why not? 

ii. How does He promise to do the very same thing for us? 

 

 

 

 

As your group ends their time together, ask your group this final question: 

 

If God has illustrated His faithfulness to us in this way, how do we illustrate our 

faithfulness to Him?  How do we show our gratitude for what He has done for us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

If you would like to become involved in a group study organized by Cornerstone, 
please contact Brandon Braun at 239-9710 or brandonbraun@cornerstone-ch.org.



 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This weekôs devotions were written by Kelley Householder,  

Minister of Pastoral Care. Kelley can be reached by e-mail at 

kelleyhouseholder@cornerstone-ch.org or at 618-239-9710. 

 

Todayôs message can be downloaded from the church website 

 www.cornerstone-ch.org.  Click on ñInteractiveò then ñMessage Audio.ò  

Right click your mouse on the message you would like to download. 
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